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square) or ism (attribute of the Deity), which is employed
for the purpose, engraved on it, set in a ring or kurra,
and wear it on the finger, wrist,, or upper arm.
Others have amulets engraved on plates of copper, silver,
or gold; or writing them on paper, fold them up in any of
the above metals; or enclose them in a bit of kumkhwah,
mushroo, &c. sew them up, and wear them either on the
hair of the head, or on the turban, arm, wrist, or neck,
Again, some use for this purpose various kinds of roots,
leaves, creepers, &c., tffe gathering of which is performed
with great ceremony. "For instance, on the day before,
they go and invite the tree, saying, " We intend to come
" to-morrow morning or evening, or at such or such a time,
" and take you away for such and such a purpose." These
roots, leaves, creepers, &c. are only known to a few, who,
when they go to fetch them, take with them such things as
fruits, &c. fowls, and liquor; and depositing them near
the tree, apply some of the blood of the fowl to the tree
and bring away what they require, and give the things
gathered to the talibs (agents), in order that they, for the
purpose of establishing friendship and subjection, may ad-
minister and apply them to their objects. It is by reading
supplications, or by some such contrivances as these, which
may be learnt from practitioners in the art and from sun*
neeams, that they effect their purpose.